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ENSA GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Helsinki 11 May 2009

Present: See enclosed list of participants

1. Election of General Assembly Chair person – Michele Maglio, General director of Social Services, Veneto region; elected

2. Election of General Assembly Secretary – Birgitta Berg, International coordinator, Eskilstuna municipality; elected

3. Welcome – Arja Peiponen, Director of Elder care, City of Helsinki, welcomed the participants. 

4. Welcome and Introduction – Michele Maglio, Veneto Region, welcomed the participants on behalf of Director Mr. Gianlorenzo Martini Veneto Region Brussels Office, expressed his thanks to the host city of Helsinki and the sub network coordinators and finally presented proposed new members.

5. Social Inclusion in the European Parliament - Lord mayor City of Helsinki and Member of the European Parliament Eva-Riita Siitonen presented Social Inclusion in the European Parliament.

6. Accessibility in Helsinki - Project Manager Pirjo Tujula , City of Helsinki, Public works department presented the project “Helsinki for all”.

7. Keynote Speech -  Tomas Lagerwall, Senior Advisor at the Swedish Institute of Assisitive Technology (SIAT)/Former Secretary General of Rehabilitation International 

8. Approval of Agenda and Electoral Register; approved

9. Report and welcome for new members involvement:

· West Sweden – Kjell Peterson, President and Isabel Poli, Project Manager presented the region Westsweden. Lars Kristiansson presented the municipality of Härryda, Leif Möller presented the municipality of Varberg and Per Ekman presented the municipality of Vänersborg.

· Valencia Region Maria Sorzano, EU Affairs coordinator Fundacion Valenciana-
· Olso Region – presented by Vera Selnes, Oslo Region European Office

· The City of Antwerpen  – presented by Dimitri De Rooze

· The city of Offenbach – presented by Carsten Muller and George Hocher , the Administrative District Offenbach Social departement and John Vanacker Kenniscentrum OPZC Rekem Kenniscentrum OPZC Rekem

Decision:

The present ENSA members welcomed West Sweden, Valencia Region, Oslo region, The city of Antwerpen and the city of Offenbach to become new ENSA members. 

10. Focus on projects

Kerstin Färm, Örebro Regional Development Council informed of her mission to represent ENSA at EQUASS Quality system for Social Services.

Kim Leonard, North East England and Solvejg Wallyn, VLEVA (the Flanders-European Liaison Agency) presented “The 2010 Social Inclusion Regional Group” about poverty, social exclusion and an inclusive labour market.
11. Report from the Thematic Network Coordinators

Disability – Conseil Général du Val de Marne Martine Conin – Julie Mallegol

The disabilty network had a meeting in January in Lille, in June in Veneto Region and in November in Val de Marne. A Leonardo project “Design for all” is running with Örebro, Solna, Andalusia, Brussels and Veneto Region. Veneto region will open the project.  A CD with information about the network is produced and the network plan to take part in the “Open days” in October 2009. A study has been done by London school of Economic and Political Science.

Youth – Concha Fernandez, City of Madrid

The network had a meeting in January in Lille. A “Youth in action” project  "Open Door", is ongoing with 10 partners from 5 countries, led by Veneto Region. Veneto region will open the project to interested marginalized groups who share the same objectives and invite colleagues and youth groups to the final meeting in Brussels in September 2009. There is also a planned project ”At risk” waiting for a call in the Youth programme. Veneto region will open the project 

Elderly – Vincent O’Connell – Allan Warren Surrey County Council
The network had a meeting in January in Lille and has an ongoing Leonardo project “Percentage”. Veneto Region will share results and studies about quality in home health care.

Decision: Helsinki will coordinate the elderly network for the next two years.

Child – Eva Thorsen City of Uppsala

The network had 4 network meetings and 3 study meetings during the year. The network is working on a Daphne project “SEARCH” led by Vienna. 

Decision: Valencia and West Sweden will coordinate the child network for the next two years.

Inclusion – Sandra Rainero, Veneto Lavoro

The network hava finished an INTI project “ROUTES” coordinated by Veneto Lavoro. Some partners of the project are ENSA members (Veneto Region, City of Uppsala, Stockholm Region and City of Vasteras). The ambition is now to develop the project and focus on women and children.  

10. Collaboration and future initiatives with Elisan – European Local Inclusion and Social Action Network

Daniel Zielinski, UNCASS member of Elisan presented the network, the agenda and possible collaboration themes.
11. Future guidelines and Conclusions 

· Sweden, Spain and Belgium have the next presidencies and ENSA  will try to get involved with initiatives and in events

· 2010 are the year to fight against Poverty and Social Exclusion 
· Collaboration with ELISAN – European Local Inclusion and Social Action network

· Collaboration with Social Inclusion Regional Group on Child Poverty, inclusive Labour Market, Quality of Social Services, Equality and non Discrimination and Financial Exclusion

· Eventually 2011 will be the Year on Volunteering
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